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What the Coast Guard Did in 1950 


Missions of mercy performed by the 


Coast Guard during the fiscal year of 
1950 (ending June 30) resulted in the 


rescue of 7,619 persons as compared with 
the recent annual average of 5,000. 

The month of March brought rescues of 
varying nature. A surfboat crew from 
the U. S. C. G. C. Nike under difficult 
conditions rescued three seamen from an 
almost submerged tugboat in the Missis- 
sippi Sound; thereafter a 
Guard airplane removed an injured officer 
from a tanker while she was 100 miles 
off New York, and flew him to a hospital. 
Then a few days later a vigilant beach 
patrol below Virginia Beach sighted six 
crew members clinging to the rigging of 
a sunken trawler 


soon Coast 


some 100 yards off 
shore; they were rescued by use of the 
amphibious DUWKS. 

Catastrophe struck at South Amboy, 
N. J., in the evening of May 19, 1950. A 
terrific explosion, part of which was felt 
in the office of the Commander, Third 
Coast Guard District on Manhattan Is- 
land, occurred at 7:35 p. m. A quick 
call from officials at the scene of the Office 
of the Commander, Third Coast Guard 
District, told of four barges exploding 
while at the coal docks there. 
Coast Guard went into immediate action ; 
a plane from Brooklyn Air Base made 
quick reconnaissance of the scene to re- 


moored 


port a wide area of damage; six cutters 
carried 
doctors ; 


seventh 
Health 
munication trucks did their duty; New 
Jersey flotilias of the Auxiliary ‘cooper- 
ated with Army, Marine, and Navy con- 
tingents; Coast Guard firefighting equip- 


were underway and a 


numerous Public com- 
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ment from a nearby station worked hard 
to bring the fires under control within a 
few hours. In all, the serious explosion 
killed 22 and injured at least 300 persons. 

On the third day of June the voleano 
Mauna Loa was causing great havoc on 
the island of Hawaii, a Guard 
patrol craft stood by while two of its 
crewmen rowed a skiff near the burning 
shores to rescue a man hopelessly trapped 
for 28 hours on a high cliff where he had 
taken refuge from the hot lava. Not more 
than 48 hours later a large charter air. 
transport plane flying from San Juan, 
P. R. to the States went down with 65 
passengers aboard. 


Coast 


With the crash scene 
located 270 miles northeast of Miami, 
Fla., a Coast Guard .PBM out of Eliza- 
beth City Air Base was first to arrive and 
dropped life rafts with rescue equipment. 
Forty-five persons were saved. 

When the U. S. S. Benevolence went 
down following a collision off the Golden 
Gate, a dozen Coast Guard floating units 
were first on the scene and rescued 280 
out of 500 persons aboard. 

In April the rampaging Red River 
brought calls for Coast Guard details to 
save life and property. 

Early opening of Great Lakes trans- 
portation made possible by the 
Mackinaw, equipped with a _ helicopter. 
Ore vessels fast in the ice were broken 
out. 

The 1950 Ice off the Grand 
Banks was inaugurated on February 24 by 


was 


Patrol 


aerial reconnaissance and continuous cut- 
ter patrol held from March 26 until June 
10. The area of Baffin Bay and Davis 
Strait were scenes of an oceanographic 
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survey and iceberg census. The tradi- 
tional Bearing Sea patrol was performed 
by the U. S. C. G. C. Northwind ; medical 
help was brought to natives of the re- 
mote Arctic areas. 

Maintaining 524 occan weather sta- 
tions in the mid-Atlantic and 3 in the 
North Pacific, 56,456 weather reports 
were sent out. The cutters used in the 
duty had 19,660 transocean aircraft con- 
tacts and rendered assistance in 63 cases, 

‘while cruising €68,643 miles. 

By mid-year the Coast Guard was main- 
taining 37,702 aids to navigation of all 
types. Mariners and flyers received quick 
and accurate determination of their posi- 
tions in all weather whether in Greenland 
or about the coasts of the Philippines. 

Coast Guard personnel at sea and on 
the navigable waters of the United States 
enforced anchorage, revenue, customs 
regulations ; the oil pollution act; immi- 
gration and quarantine laws and the im- 
portant conservation laws for wildlife 
and fisheries. Marine inspectors con- 
ducted 6,125 annual inspections of Ameri- 
can documented vessels, 5,090 drydock ex- 
aminations, 2,949 reinspections, and 
12,586 other inspections. <A total of 452,- 
327 undocumented craft were numbered. 
Documents in the number of 75,148 were 
issued to officers and men of the mer- 
chant marine and shipping commission- 
ers executed 13,699 sets of shipping arti- 
cles, shipping and discharging seamen. 

Merchant marine details in 6 foreign 
ports conducted 6,050 investigations of 
eases alleging negligence, incompetence, 
and misconduct of American Merchant 
Marine personnel. 


A fleet of 300 cutters, 4,000 small boats, 
together with 800 shore units were main- 
tained by 25,000 military and 5,400 ci- 
vilian personnel of the service. Coast 
Guard aircraft flew 11,333 sorties for a 
total of 31,183 hours. 


Following appropriations which became 
available in late fall, a reactivation of the 
Reserves was possible, and by mid-year 
4,500 Reserve personnel and over 12,000 
members of the nonmilitary auxiliary 
were in valuable use. Affiliated with the 


a4 


latter was ownership of 6,251 boats, 317 
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airplanes, and 156 radio stations. The 
Auxiliary activities included about 15,000 
eourtesy motorboat examinations and a 
training program for some 2,400 non- 
members in the interest of safety and 
efficiency. 


63 Cadets Graduate 
At 65th Commencement 


A speech by Secretary of the Treasury 
John W. Snyder highlighted the sixty- 
fifth commencement exercises held at the 
Academy on June 1 after a full week’s 
activities commencing with the Ring 
Dance and ending with the alumni asso- 
ciation dinner dance. Sixty-three cadets 
received coveted degrees as Bachelor of 
Science and commissions as ensigns. 

A feature of the commencement day 
exercises was the laying of the Memorial 
Chapel cornerstone by Secretary Snyder 
with members of the Chapel National 
Honorary Committee present. 

3rief remarks were made by Vice Ad- 
miral Merlin O'Neill, Coast Guard 
Commandant. 


200 Cadets Expected 
For Class of 1955 


The premium placed upon entrance to 
the Coast Guard Academy is well illus- 
trated in the cadet statistics recently re- 
ported. 

For the Class of 1955, 6,218 applications 
were received but only 4,608 applicants 
were authorized to take the examinations. 
Lack of satisfactory educational and 
physical qualifications were the reasons. 
Completing the examination were 4,139. 
From this number will be appointed a 
class of 200. 

‘Two hundred Coast Guard enlisted per- 
sonnel applied for the examination of 
which 183 were approved and the same 
number completed the examination. 


Two recently revised Institute courses, 
Hospital Corpsman First and Fire Con- 
trolman Second, are now available for 
issue. 
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NOTABLES AT PREMIERE OF “FIGHTING COAST GUARD” 


President Harry S. Truman in the lobby of the Warner Theatre in Washington on 


April 25 tops the list of distinguished guests attending the premiere. 


In left 


background is Vice Admiral Merlin O'Neill with Mrs. O'Neill, who is almost hidden 
behind Herbert J. Yates, president of Republic Pictures. Ella Raines and Brian 
Donlevy, two stars of the movie, stand to the President's right. 


President Truman 
Attends Premier Of 
“Fighting Coast Guard” 


Wednesday, April.25 at 8:15 p. m. at 
the Warner Theatre in Washington the 
Republic picture, “Fighting Coast Guard,” 
had its world premier amid a setting of 
glamour and official importance. 

It was generally declared to be one of 
the most successful premieres the city has 
seen. 

The picture now showing elsewhere in 
the country is the first full length feature 
production concerning the service to come 
from Hollywood in recent years. 

Especial significance was given to the 
occasion when President and Mrs. Tru- 
man made a rare opening night attend- 
ance to thoroughly enjoy themselves. 
A host of high Government officials were 
also in attendance including Secretary of 
the Treasury John W. Snyder; Secretary 


of the Navy, Francis P. Matthews; Gen- 
eral Clifton B. Cates, Commandant of the 
Marine Corps; General Nathan F. Twin- 
ing, Vice Chief of Staff, USAF; together 
with many Senators and Congressmen. 

Vice Admiral Merlin O'Neill attended 
in company with staff officers. 

A stage program in the theatre pre- 
ceded the presentation of the picture 
and included a demonstration of Coast 
Guard Radio Washington in operation, 
the Coast Guard Academy band, Women 
Marines glee club, Marine Barracks drum 
and bugle corps from the Washington 
Barracks. 

A short program was also given in front 
of the theatre in which the Navy and 
Marine Corps Music School bands partici- 
pated. A detachment of Coast Guards- 
men from Cape May formed an honor 
guard at the theatre entrance and in the 
lobby. A color guard from the Coast 
Guard yard participated in the stage 
ceremony. 
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PRESENT INFORMATION CHIEF AND HIS SUCCESSOR 


Capt. Samuel F. Gray, U. S. C. G., Chief of Public Information at Headquarters and 


his successor, Capt. Leon H. Morine, U. 8. C. G. 


Captain Samuel F. Gray, 


CPI, Ordered to COTP; 
Capt. Morine New CPI 


Headquarters has announced the as- 
signment of Capt. Samuel F. Gray as 
commanding officer, Captain of the Port 
Office, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Captain Gray has been Chief of the 
Public Information Division in Washing- 
ton since August 1, 1946. He will be 
succeeded by Capt. Leon H. Morine, who 
has been chief of staff of the 9th Coast 
Guard District in Cleveland, Ohio. 

During his long tour of duty in Wash- 
ington, Captain Gray has traveled 
throughout the country explaining the 
role of the Coast Guard. As spokesman 
for the Service, he has taken an active 
part in the programs of the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, the Coast Guard League, and 
Coast Guard Reserve Officers groups. 

Captain Gray is credited with clarify- 
ing and refining the difficult procedure of 
reporting marine disasters and search 
and rescue missions. Coast Guard dis- 
trict commanders and other responsible 
officers are authorized to deal directly 


(Story below) 


with news agencies, reducing to a mini- 
mum the delay in reporting sea, air, and 
flood disasters. 

In this connection, he originated the 
plan, recently adopted by all of the Armed 
Forces, to simplify and hasten the release 
of information when more than one serv- 
ice is involved. Joint regulations cover- 
ing the release of information were issued 
April 9. 

In addition, Captain Gray originated 
the idea for a feature-length motion pic- 
ture to portray the wartime activities of 
the Coast Guard. This led to the pro- 
duction of “Fighting Coast Guard” by 
Republic Pictures, starring Brian Don- 
levy, Ella Raines and Forrest Tucker, 
with Captain Gray as a technical advisor. 
The picture had its premier April 25 in 
Washington and now is being exhibited 
throughout the country. 

For the last several months Captain 
Gray and his staff have been working on 
a Public Information Manual for the 
Coast Guard, which he hopes to have 
adopted before his departure. The man- 
ual will be the first over-all guide for the 
Coast Guard’s public information pro- 
gram 
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A native of Baltimore, Captain Gray 
was graduated from the Coast Guard 
Academy and commissioned in 1928. 
After numerous tours of sea duty, he was 
placed in charge of the Coast Guard Ex- 
hibit at the New York World’s Fair. For 
23 months in World War II he com- 
manded the U. 8. Coast Guard Cutter 
Campbell, serving in the Atlantic, Pacific, 
and Mediterranean. 

He received a Navy commendation for 
his part in repelling an attack by enemy 
bombers and torpedo planes off the 
Algerian coast on May 11, 1944. Eleven 
hostile planes were destroyed without 
loss to the convoy or escorting vessels. 
He received a Bronze Star in lieu of a 
second commendation ribbon as com- 
mander of a Navy warship in convoy 
operations in the Atlantic. 


lowa Expresses Thanks 


A resolution of the Fifty-Fourth Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Iowa re- 
cently passed, a copy of which was sent 
to the Commander, Second Coast Guard 
District, extended to “...all_ its 
(Iowa’s) Naval, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard Reservists called to active duty, 
the deep appreciation and understanding 
of our people for the service which each 
of them is performing to protect the 
United States from its enemies in these 
troubled times; .. .” 


Status of Cadets 


A cadet of the Coast Guard, while a 
member of the uniformed armed services, 
is not entitled to the retired or severance 
pay by reasons of physical disability. 
However, he is entitled to veterans’ bene- 
fits in accordance with VA Regulation 
1001. 


OVERLAND TRIP 


An LCI, well remembered by World 
War II Coast Guardsmen, recently took 
to the land for 9 miles, when en route 
from its berth in New York City harbor 
to Lake George of up-State New Yoik 
where it has become a deluxe 600 pas- 
senger excursion vessel. The craft was 
taken overland in three sections. 


Hdars. Restricts Use 
Of Coast Guard Property 


Headquarters has cancelled Operations 
Circular 3-50 and generally restricted use 
of various Coast Guard shore facilities by 
private individuals for commercial or 
other purposes. 

Such practice, it was pointed out, not 
only limits use of the facilities for service 
and imposes additional costs and respon- 
sibility for maintenance, repair, and se- 
curity, but exposes the service to liability 
under the Federal Tort Claims Act. 

At units scheduled for active operation, 
except in case of bona fide emergency, 
there will be no exceptions whatever to 
the ruling. This is likewise applicable 
to inactive units and unmanned prop- 
erties, though in such instances the com- 
mandant may issue a formal revocable 
license, if the use is reasonable and of 
financial or other benefit to the Govern- 
ment. 

The emergency criterion and special 
circumstances also govern exceptions al- 
lowable at Coast Guard aviation units. 
Where there is no suitable airport in the 
vicinity, no interference to Coast Guard 
operations, or an existing license is in 
effect, the commandant may issue or re- 
issue special license. And commanding 
officers, subject to approval of the district 
commander, may authorize the landing 
and takeoff of United States civil private 
aircraft which are not based at the fa- 
cility and whose agent or pilot has filed 
a “hold harmless” agreement. 


40 Newly Commissioned 
Ensigns Are Indoctrinated 


A 2-week indoctrination school for 
newly commissioned Reserve Ensigns has 
been held at the Elizabeth City Air Sta- 
tion. Some 40 officers were given indoc- 
trination courses during the period June 
10 to June 24. Commander Thomas L. 
Husselton, U. 8. C. G. R., commanded the 
school while Lt. Comdr. Melville K. Short 
was the “exec.” Others of the staff were: 
Lt. Frederic W. Martin, Lt. Frederick R. 
Ketchum, Lt. John Wacker, all U. S. C. 
G. R., and Chief Pay Clerk Joseph 
Wabisky, U.S. C. G. 
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COAST GUARD INCLUDED IN ENGLISH MEMORIAL 


A Coast Guardsman in battle gear will be one of four sculptures which will buttress 
the block-long ““Wall of the Missing” in the World War II Memorial at the American 
Military Cemetery, Cambridge, England. On the wall will be carved the names 
of 6,000 Army, Navy, Air Force, and Coast Guard personnel missing in action from 
operations out of England and at sea. Standing over 8 feet in height, the 
sculptures will be of English Portland stone. Here Sculpture Wheeler Williams 
shows the figure to Rear Admiral Louis B. Olson, commander of the Third Coast 
Guard District. The model seaman, William McCauley, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 


is at right. 
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First Uniform Code 
Of Military Justice 
Now Effective 


The new Uniform Code of Military 
Justice for the Coast Guard and all of the 
other Armed Forces went into effect May 
31. Enacted by the Eighty-first Congress 
and signed by President Truman May 5, 
1950, the effective date of the Code was 
delayed until a Manual for Courts Mar- 
tial could be written and other prepara- 
tions could be made. 

An Executive order by the President 
gave force to the Manual, which sets forth 
and explains the rules to be followed in 
court-martial proceedings under the new 
Uniform Code of Military Justice. 

Like the Code, the Manual applies to 
all of the Armed Forces. A single set of 
rules now replaces the separate manuals 
used by the Army, the Navy, the Air 
Force, the Marine Corps, and the Coast 
Guard, , 

The new law requires that every mem- 
ber of the Armed Forces must have the 
Code and Manual explained to him 
within 6 days of his entry into service; 
again after 6 months of active service, 
and again if he reenlists. It provides 
also that any person on active duty have 
access at all times to the Code as well as 
to regulations relating to it. 

Perhaps the most unusual feature of 
the new Code, and certainly one of the 
most important, provides for enlisted per- 
sonnel to serve on a general or special 
court martial trying an enlisted man. If 
an accused man so desires, and states in 
writing in advance, one-third or more of 
the court must be made up of enlisted 
men, unless physical conditions or exi- 
gencies prevent their assignment. 

No enlisted member of the same unit as 
the accused may serve on a court martial, 
but in certain circumstances members 
may come from any of the Armed Forces. 
“Unit” is described as a body no larger 
than a company, squadron, a ship's crew, 
or a corresponding group. 

Another important and novel provision 
of the Code is the establishment of the 
Court of Military Appeags to review cases 


from all the services. This appellate 
court is similar to civil appellate courts 
and is established to rule on points of law. 

The Court of Military Appeals is com- 
posed of three civilian judges appointed 
by the President for terms of 15 years 
with the same benefits provided for 
judges of the U. S. Courts of Appeal. 

Administration of justice is designed 
to be uniform for all the services, for they 
will operate under the same Code, the 
same list of offenses, the same Manual, 
the same table of maximum penalties, and 
the same Court of Appeals. 

The law officer appointed to serve with 
a general court martial no longer will 
retire with the court to vote on the guilt 
or innocence of the accused as has been 
the case in Army court-martial practice. 
He now becomes less like a member of 
the jury and more like a judge. 

Commanding officers are forbidden by 
the new Code to censure a court martial 
or any member thereof because of any 
judicial action. Any attempt to influence 
judicial action is itself an offense against 
the Code and triable by court martial. 

In a general court martial, the Code 
provides that the accused be represented 
by counsel who is qualified as a law 
specialist or as a member of the bar. 

In the case of a special court martial, 
the lawyer qualifications do not apply, 
but the defense counsel must have at least 
the same qualifications as the prosecuting 
officer who is to be known as the trial 
counsel. 

A sentence of death must be by unani- 
mous vote and must have Presidential 
approval before execution. Sentences of 
10 years or more required concurrence by 
three-fourths of the court members, and 
all other sentences require the concur- 
rence of two-thirds. 


First instance of the Coast Guard being 
transferred to the Navy occurred during 
the undeclared war against France which 
ended in 1801. 


Christmas was always celebrated at 
sea in the old days by lashing the tradi- 
tional tree to the mast. 
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Joint Agreement Made 
By Armed Forces For 
Release of Information 


The following is the text of a joint 
agreement approved by the Secretaries 
of the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, 
and the Treasury concerning the release 
of information when more than one serv- 
ice is involved in an accident or incident. 
This agreement has been published by 
the other services as AR 360-80, Navy 
OP-07, AFR 190-8, and Commandant’s 
Circular 5-51. 


“SECTION | 


“1. Purpose.—These regulations pro- 
vide basic procedures and instructions 
for the release of information concerning 
accidents to vessels, aircraft, or facilities ; 
casualties to personnel; and search and 
rescue operations involving more than 
one military service, including the United 
States Coast Guard. 

“2. Application.—These regulations are 
designed for use by the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Coast Guard. When acting 
in a joint operation, they appply to the 
personnel of the United States Army, the 
United States Navy, the United States 
Air Force, the United States Marine 
Corps, the United States Coast Guard, 
and to civilians serving with or accom- 
panying them. 


“SECTION Il 


“BASIC PROCEDURES 


“3. Accidents or incidents involving 
vessels, aircraft, or other facilities of one 
of participating services.—a. In joint op- 
erations, inquiries from the public ad- 
dressed to one service concerning the 
activities of a unit, units, facilities, or 
personnel or another service will be 
directed or referred to the Joint 
Commander. 

“b. In all other the first an- 
nouncement of the incident (accident, in- 
jury, or like difficulty) will originate with 
the parent service to which the vessel, 





cases, 
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aircraft, or personnel involved in the ac- 
cident belongs, if representatives of that 
service are present. 

“ce, If, however, representatives of the 
parent service are not immediately avail- 
able for comment, and certain facts are 
obvious, any Other service directly in- 
volved in the incident may give as much 
assistance as possible to media repre- 
sentatives who request information. 
This assistance will include a statement 
that an accident or incident has occurred, 
the location of the incident, the time it 
was reported or occurred, casualties (par. 
5), and information concerning the 
queried service’s own operations and ac- 
complishments in assistance and rescue. 
(See e below.) 

“d. As a matter of standard procedure, 
the queried service should make an ex- 
planatory statement that a board of offi- 
cers will be appointed to investigate and 
determine the exact cause of the incident. 

“e. After an official release of informa- 
tion to the public by the parent service 
to which the unit (activity or facility) in- 
volved in the accident (or incident) is 
made, each other service participating in 
assistance or rescue may release to the 
publie a full description of its own opera- 
tions and accomplishments in relation 
thereto. 

“4. Casualties to personnel of parent 
service.—Release of casualty information 
by the parent service, relative to its own 
personnel, will be in accord with the regu- 
lations of that service. 

“5, Casualties among personnel of an- 
other service—Names of casualties will 
be released only by the service to which 
easualties belong. Where facts 
of the incident are obvious to the public, 
another service participating in the mat- 
ter may announce, when queried, the 
number of dead, the number of survivors, 
and the number of injured survivors. 
However, whenever circumstances per- 
mit, such queries should be referred to 
the service to which the casualties belong. 

“6. Survivors among personnel of par- 
ent service.—The names and addresses of 
survivors will be released only after a 
positive check and identification have been 


such 
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INTER-SERVICE UNITY ABOARD THE C. G. C. COOS BAY 


Lining the rail of the C. G. C. Coos Bay as she lay in the yard at Curtis Bay, Md., 
after return from Ocean Weather Station BAKER in the North Atlantic, are a 
man and a woman from each of the five Armed Forces. Taken upon the occasion 
of Armed Forces Day, the Coast Guard figures are: Extreme left, Kenneth Oliver, 
DC1, of the Coos Bay and extreme right, Carolyn Stilwill, YN3, Headquarters, and 


Donal Wymer, BM2 of the Coos Bay. 


accomplished. Generally, casualty  in- 
formation will be released prior to the 
release of survivor information. How- 
ever, circumstances may dictate some de- 
parture from this procedure. 

“7. Dissemination of information by 
survivors.—Public Information officers 
and/or intelligence officers should brief 
survivors whenever possible.” 

Coast Guard personnel will be gov- 
erned by the provisions of this joint agree- 
ment and any implementing instructions. 


The first sound fog signal used in the 
USA was a brass cannon fired at 5- or 
10-minute intervals at the entrance te 
Boston Harbor in 1713. 


CORRECTION 

In the story headed, “Pacific Coast Gets 
First Radar Reflector Buoy,” it was in- 
advertently stated that the first radar 
reflector buoy of the Pacific coast was 
installed last March. 

Thanks to prompt notice from the 12th 
District, correction is now being made, 
according to their facts. 

Actually this buoy, Light List No. 138, 
known as Los Angeles Approach Lighted 
Bell LA, was the fourth radar reflector 
buoy installed on the Pacific coast. Pre- 
vious radar reflectors had been placed on 
three other buoys of this area with the 
first being completed on 11 May 1950. 

Moreover, the Heather is a buoy tender 
and not a lighthouse tender as was stated. 
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COLLISION OFF CAPE HENRY, VA. 


‘ 


Following a collision between the U. S. S. Valcour, a Navy seaplane tender, and the 
S. S. Thomas Tracy off Cape Henry, Va., on the morning of May 14, the C. G. C. 
Cherokee out of Norfolk was the first rescue vessel on the scene. She quickly 
had firehoses aboard the Valcour where fires had broken out and in the meantime 
had picked up two small-boat loads of survivors. Several casualties to Navy 


personnel resulted from the collision. 


A note of appreciation for the prompt 


assistance was later sent to the officers and men of the Cherokee. 


First Reserve Officer 
Register Now Published 


A Register of Reserve Commissioned 
and Warrant Officers in the order of pre- 
cedence, dated September 15, 1950, has 
been distributed to personnel concerned. 
It is planned by Headquarters to have an 
annual printing of this publication. Be- 
sides a break-down of officers by grade 
and precedence in that grade there is an 
alphabetical list in the back of the 
booklet. 

While additional copies are not avail- 
able at Headquarters, they may be ob- 
tained from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington, D. C., at 30 cents a copy. 


U. S. C. G. World War Il 
History To Be Printed 


The official history of the Coast Guard 
in World War ITI has been written by the 
Historical Section of the Public Informa- 
tion Division and is now near the printing 
stage with completion expected by next 
spring. It will be privately printed, with 
662 pages to sell at about $6.50. Selected 
photographs from some 30,000 on file will 
be included, 

On April 3, the first freighter of the 
season, the Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, 
made it through the Soo Locks; it was the 
third time since 1933 that she was a 
“first.” 
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FINANCE AND SUPPLY PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 


Some 42 Finance and Supply Officers from the field met at Headquarters during 
the week of May 14 to discuss problems of interest to the entire service. This 
was the second such meeting held; another occurred at Headquarters about a 


year before. 


Press Praises Cooperation 

The cooperative spirit of the Service 
toward matters of public information was 
given commendation in the Eighth Dis- 
trict last month by the United Press 
Bureau head in New Orleans, Preston 
McGraw. He complimented the person- 
nel in the district office upon the occasion 
of the collision between the 8S. 8S. Esso 
Suez and the 8S. S. Esso Greensboro in the 
Gulf of Mexico. The letter read in part: 
“Because of the search and rescue work 
and the communications with the ships 
involved were almost entirely a Coast 
Guard show ... we were welcomed in 
Coast Guard Headquarters and helped 
in every way possible. Because of this 
our coverage of the disaster received wide 
play in newspapers throughout the coun- 
try, and in radio broadcasts.” 


Despite its usual great depths, there 
is a shoal of almost 6 fathoms in the cen- 
ter of Lake Huron. 


Check-Off List Proposed 
For Sea-Bound Personnel 


A check-off list whereby personnel 
bound for sea or overseas duty may be 
prepared properly for such duty has been 
instituted by the First District. The 
form is recommended to other Districts. 

The necessity for such control, in 
addition to an official explanation for 
any noncompliance with Personnel Cir- 
cular No. 37-50, was emphasized in a 
single report covering 70 men. Of these, 
50 needed dental treatment, and 32 had 
no identification tags. Others had no 
blood type, immunization was incom- 
plete or physical examinations were lack- 
ing or inadequate. 


Ritch Lovejoy, a Monterey, Calif., col- 
umnist, quotes a Monterey fisherman as 
saying he “never did mind the Coast 
Guard boarding him, never saw a Coast 
Guardsman that wasn’t a gentleman, 
wouldn’t mind even if regulations were 
stricter.” 
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13th DISTRICT FATHER AND SON TEAM 


Another instance of a son following footsteps of his father occurred in the thirteenth 


District recruiting station when Chief Warrant Officer Lewis A. Johnson swore 
his 19-year-old son, Lewis Jr., into the service for a 3-year hitch. Johnson senior, 
a veteran of 27 years in the service, served on the old cutter, Snohomish and later 
on the Haida in Alaska. Chief Gunner Johnson and family recently returned to 
Seattle after an 8-year tour of duty at Headquarters. 


NOTICE TO RECIPIENTS OF THE BULLETIN 


In accordance with requirements covering its authority to publish, the BULLETIN 
staff annually must revise its mailing list to insure that every copy is forwarded in 
response to a legitimate request. Such requests are filed for ready reference. 

The 1950 BULLETIN mailing list will be revised effective 1 August. All requests 
for renewals must be received not later than 1 July; otherwise the mailing of 
“unrequested copies” will be discontinued. 

Those desiring the BULLETIN for another year should indicate by letter or post 
card, their wish to continue receipt of same, plus name and present mailing address. 
Any new requests, in addition, must show briefly what further dissemination of 
BULLETIN material will be made by the recipient, or the maritime activity in 
which he is engaged. 

THIS NOTICE DOES NOT APPLY to personnel of the active service or the Coast 
Guard Reserve, educational institutions, public libraries or Federal Departments 
now in regular receipt of the BULLETIN. 
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The Bulletin is published each month by the 
Public Information Division, United States 
Coast Guard Headquarters. Its purpose is to 
disseminate general information to the Service 
and service connected activities. Wide circula- 
tion is desirable, but due to the limited number 
of copies available distribution is necessarily 
restricted. 


PLEASE PASS THIS COPY ALONG WHEN YOU 
HAVE FINISHED WITH IT 


Republication of articles herein is authorized, 
providing proper credit is given. 
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C: a, d, (3 ea); remainder (1 ea). 
D: all (1 ea). 
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